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Project Number: 
 

SF 129 

Title: 
 

Rhubarb: Evaluation of herbicides for problem weeds 

Start and end dates: 
 

1st February 2011 to 31st December 2011 

Project Leader: 
 

Chris Creed – ADAS UK Ltd 

Industry Representative: 
 

Mr Tim Place, Place UK Ltd 

Location: 
 

 E Oldroyd & Sons Ltd 
 Hopefield Farm, The Shutts, Leadwell Lane, Rothwell, Leeds 
 W Yorks., LS26 0ST 
 
This site has a history of Himalayan balsam infestation and is a 
leading producer, with a range of potential field sites. 
 
Another suitable site will be identified by the study manager for 
the perennial weed spot treatments. 

 
HDC Cost:  £12,500 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Project summary 

 
This project aims to improve weed control in the rhubarb crop by making available additional 
herbicide options (as the future of some existing materials looks doubtful) and identifying 
controls for more ‘difficult’ weeds. Three principal areas will be addressed, with the objective 
of providing information for growers on candidate herbicides which: 

 Offer control of commonly-occurring annual weeds using residual herbicides 

 Control perennial weeds, often a long-term problem in rhubarb with spot treatments of 
contact acting herbicides 

 Offer control of some more exotic weeds now troubling producers, such as Himalayan 
balsam 

 Provide information on any adverse effects on the crop. 

 
A potential outcome of this project is to provide information for the development of 
appropriate SOLAs for the crop from the results. 
 
Presently there are only recommendations for three residual herbicides, propyzamide, 
pendimethalin and metamitron in rhubarb; continual use of these will result in resistant weeds 
dominating the crop and the future for some is uncertain (see below). 
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Project aim and objective(s) 

 
The aim of this project is to evaluate a selection of newer herbicides for crop safety and 
efficacy against a range of problem weeds in rhubarb plantations, compared with industry 
standards. 

Objectives: 

 To identify and evaluate the weed control efficiency of five new residual 
herbicides against crop standard treatments 

 To evaluate the weed control efficiency of a range of contact herbicide treatments 
for perennial weed control 

 To evaluate the crop safety of both the contact and residual herbicides applied by 
assessing phytotoxicity. 

 

 

 

Benefits to industry: 

 

Growers will receive specific information on the herbicides best suited to controlling 
commonly encountered and problem annual weeds and perennial weeds in rhubarb.  
Information and data obtained will allow a comparison of efficacy and cost of new treatments 
with existing approved materials. This will enable growers to adjust programmes in the light 
of changing herbicide availability and crop requirements, using newer products when these 
become available through the SOLA programme. 
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Further information 

 
Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.ahdb.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively 
contact the HDC at the address below: 
 
 
HDC 
AHDB 
Stoneleigh Park 
Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
CV8 2TL 
  
Tel – 0247 669 2051 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  No part of this publication may be copied or reproduced in any form or by any means 
without prior written permission of the Horticultural Development Company. 

 
HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board. 


