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Project Number: SF 119
Title: New residual herbicides for raspberry

Start and end dates: Start: 01/01/10
End: 31/12/12
Project Leader: John Atwood, ADAS

Project Co-ordinator:  Stephen McGuffie, New Farm Produce Ltd, Litchfield, Staffs

Location: Sites to be determined but likely to be Cambs and Essex

Background and project objectives: Efficient and cost effective weed control is important
in raspberries to enable the rapid & successful establishment of crops, to prevent yield loss
from competition for water and nutrients and to enable efficient harvesting without impedance
by weed growth. The majority of raspberries are currently treated with herbicides -
pendimethalin, napropamide and isoxaben being the most widely used. Simazine, atrazine
and dichlobenil were widely used previously until withdrawn under the on-going EU review of
pesticides (91/414) and this review process continues to place residual herbicides under
threat. Isoxaben has been voluntarily withdrawn from consideration under the review 91/414
and approvals for chlortha-dimethyl have now been revoked. This herbicide was one of the
few that were approved for use at planting. Pendimethalin is under threat from the latest
commission proposals. With the loss of existing herbicides for raspberries it will be important
to develop alternative herbicides for economical weed control, as the remaining approved
products have incomplete weed control spectrums or are not cost-effective for overall use.
The loss of herbicides without suitable replacements could cause considerable extra
expense for the industry.

The proposed work will benefit the industry by providing information on the effectiveness and

safety of a range of herbicides and undertaking the initial screening of chemicals to enable

subsequent GLP residue studies to be focused on the most promising materials for SOLA

applications. The overall aim of the project is to evaluate a range of new residual herbicides

for crop safety and weed control efficiency in newly planted and established raspberries.

The specific objectives are:

* To evaluate a range of residual herbicides for crop safety and weed control efficacy over
one season on long cane soil-grown raspberries

* To evaluate a range of residual herbicides and herbicide mixtures for crop safety and
weed control efficacy over three seasons on established field grown raspberries

* To provide fruit samples for indicative residue testing
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Further information

Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively contact the
HDC at the address below.

AHDB — Horticulture
Stoneleigh Park
Kenilworth
Warwickshire

Cvs8 2TL

The contents of this publication are strictly private to HDC members. No part of this
publication may be copied or reproduced in any form or by any means without prior written
permission of the Horticultural Development Company.
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