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Project Number: 
 

SF 101 

Title: 
 

Alternatives to chlorpyrifos for raspberry cane midge control  

Start and end dates: 
 

1 April 2009 to 31 March 2011 

Project Leader: 
 

Prof Jerry Cross, EMR 
 

Project Co-ordinator: 
 

Mr Laurie Adams, Hall Hunter Partnership 
 

Location: 
 

East Malling Research, Kent 
 

 
Background and project objectives 
 
Raspberry cane midge is a major pest of raspberries in the UK and UK growers currently rely 
on chlorpyrifos sprays for control.  If use or registration of chlorpyrifos on raspberry is lost 
there would be no effective control for cane midge. The pest would increase and severely 
limit the productivity of raspberry plantations.  Recent work in Poland has indicated that the 
neonicotinoid insecticides acetamiprid (Gazelle) and thiamethoxam (Centric) have significant 
activity against cane midge. The neonicotinoid, thiacloprid (Calypso), is already approved for 
use on raspberry and whilst it did not show promise in project SF 79, further investigation is 
warranted.  Beauveria bassiana has just received Annex 1 listing and will be considered as a 
treatment for inclusion.  Two replicated field experiments, one in 2009 and one in 2010 will 
attempt identify an effective alternative control options for raspberry cane midge.  Optimum 
timing of spray application in relation to pheromone trap catches will be investigated.  
Performance of the insecticides when a silicone based adjuvant is added will also be 
evaluated. 
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Further information 
 
Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively contact the 
HDC at the address below. 
 

Horticultural Development Company 
Tithe Barn 
Bradbourne House 
East Malling 
Kent 
ME19 6DZ 
 
Tel:  01732 848 383 
Fax: 01732 848 498 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The contents of this publication are strictly private to HDC members.  No part of this 
publication may be copied or reproduced in any form or by any means without prior written 

permission of the Horticultural Development Company. 
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