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Project Summary: 
 

The liquid nitrogen supply of the mushroom pathogen culture collection at 
Warwick University will be turned off in the near future. Unless steps are taken to 
retrieve the cultures and transfer them to an alternative low temperature storage 
system, these cultures will be lost.  This work will retrieve the most significant 
cultures and deposit them into low temperature storage systems at Fera, and 
check their viability and purity. 

 
Aims & Objectives: 
 

(i) Project aim(s): To transfer bacterial and fungal mushroom pathogen cultures 
from liquid nitrogen storage at Warwick University to low temperature storage at 
Fera. 
 
(ii) Project objective(s):  
(a) To retrieve bacterial and fungal pathogen cultures from liquid nitrogen storage 
at Warwick University on to plate cultures (EMR) 
(b) To put cultures into low temperature storage facilities at Fera for future 
mushroom pathology research projects (Fera) 
(c) To test viability and purity of cultures (Fera). 
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Benefits to industry   
 

Retrieval of bacterial and fungal pathogen cultures will be of value in future 
mushroom pathology research projects. The historical cultures will enable 
comparison with, for example, appearance of new fungicide resistant and/or 
virulent strains of pathogens in the industry. The cultures to be retrieved have 
named locations and dates of collection, and include strains of blotch and drippy 
gill pathogens (Pseudomonas spp.) and green mold (Trichoderma spp), dry 
bubble (Verticillium fungicola) and cobweb (Cladobotryum spp.).  
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Disclaimer 
 
AHDB, operating through its HDC division seeks to ensure that the information contained 
within this document is accurate at the time of printing. No warranty is given in respect 
thereof and, to the maximum extent permitted by law the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury howsoever caused 
(including that caused by negligence) or suffered directly or indirectly in relation to 
information and opinions contained in or omitted from this document.  
 
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form (including by photocopy or 
storage in any medium by electronic means) or any copy or adaptation stored, published or 
distributed (by physical, electronic or other means) without the prior permission in writing of 
the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board, other than by reproduction in an 
unmodified form for the sole purpose of use as an information resource when the Agriculture 
and Horticulture Development Board or HDC is clearly acknowledged as the source, or in 
accordance with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  All rights 
reserved.  
 
AHDB (logo) is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board. HDC is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board, for use by its HDC division. All other trademarks, logos and brand names contained in 
this publication are the trademarks of their respective holders.  No rights are granted without 
the prior written permission of the relevant owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information 
 
Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.ahdb.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively 
contact the HDC at the address below: 
 
 
HDC 
AHDB 
Stoneleigh Park 
Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
CV8 2TL 
  
Tel – 0247 669 2051 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board. 
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