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Project Number: FV 377a

Title: Leeks: improving risk assessment for free-living nematodes
Start and end dates: 1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012
Project Leader: Dr Steve Ellis, ADAS

Industry Representative:  Philip Lilley, Hammond produce

Location: Main site: Laboratories at ADAS High Mowthorpe, Duggleby,
Malton, North Yorkshire YO17 8BP (Tel: 01944 738646) plus
commercial onion/leek crops in Cambridgeshire

Additional sites: Commercial onion/leek crops in Cambridgeshire

HDC Cost: £21,150

Project Summary:

Free-living nematodes (FLN) are important pests of leeks as they can reduce crop vigour and
growth. There are currently no approved chemical options for control and a SOLA for use of
Vydate on leeks has lapsed. Therefore it is important to know where the crop can be grown
safely and not suffer from FLN attack. This project will improve the confidence with which
growers and agronomists interpret the results of pre-plant soil testing in order to decide on
the suitability of land for cropping with leeks.

Aims & Objectives:

(i) Project aim(s):

The proposed project aims to provide thresholds for FLN in leeks to help with interpreting
the results of soil analysis and predicting where the crop can be grown with minimal risk
of FLN damage.

(i) Project objective(s):

To measure the effect of different populations of stubby root, needle, stunt/spiral and root
lesion nematodes on the growth of leeks, to determine which species are potentially most
damaging.
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Further information

Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.ahdb.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively
contact the HDC at the address below:

HDC

AHDB
Stoneleigh Park
Kenilworth
Warwickshire
Cv8 2TL

Tel — 0247 669 2051

No part of this publication may be copied or reproduced in any form or by any means
without prior written permission of the Horticultural Development Company.

HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board.
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